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State of Qatar
Ministère tiublic

State Security and Anti-Terrorism Prosecutor's 

Office Other investigation report

Minutes opened today, Thursday 13/02/2020 at 10:00 at the Public Prosecutor's Office,

For us, Fahd Rashed ALKAABI 
Yousouf Ali ALMAHMOUD

Prosecutor
Survey editor

Whereas this day was set to rule on the extension of the accused's detention, in notification no. 
01/2020 Service de la Sûreté de l'Etat, and whereas having noted that the accused was outside the 
investigation room, we invited him to enter and questioned him in detail, to which he replied as 
follows:

My name is: Tayeb BENABDERRAHMANE

Age: 39
Let me start with my question

Q : This day has b e e n  set aside to decide on the extension of your detention. Do you have 
anything to add regarding your detention?

A: I am asking to be released on financial bail.

Q : What is your level of education?

R : I graduated from the University of Paris in 2000 with a degree in science. I also joined the 
engineering faculty at the same university, where I studied for 5 years, but didn't get the degree 
because I turned to business and set up a company to transport specific equipment for companies 
and public administrations, and a security company.

Q : When you arrived in Qatar?

A: I arrived in Qatar in October 2018.

Q : Why did you come to Qatar?

R : I met a man called Nabil NASRI, a Frenchman of Moroccan origin, living in Paris, working as 
director of the Arabic language learning centre (Chatibi centre), to whom I was recommended by a 
man called Abou Djalel Betahar, resident in Qnlar, working as advisor to the human rights committee, 
and working with Dr. Ali ben Sainikh Al Morri, chairman of the national human rights committee. Ali 
ben Sainikh Al Morri, Chairman of the National Human Rights Committee. I was born under the 
supervision of the doctor and worked as a consultant for the Hen Snmikh Group.
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Q: What is the nature of your work at the Ben Samihh Group?
R : I'm an adviser to the owner of the company, Dr Ali Ben Samikh and his brother, Brik, because 
there are contracts and property investments between the Ben Samikh company and a group of 
companies in Algeria, in 4 urkey and in African countries such as the Congo, and I've been called in 
to  resolve certain conflicts between the Ben Samikh company and certain companies in Algeria.

Q: What is the nature of your relationship with Dr. Ali Ben Samikh?

A: A professional relationship, as I work as an advisor in his company, the Ali Ben SamiLh Group. 
I showed Dr. Ali Ben Samikh a copy of the information contained in the telephone call made to 
Naser Al-Khelaifi. I expressed my wish to help him and the State of Qatar in resolving this case.

Q : How did you offer him your help?
A: I told him that the telephone stolen from the chairman of beIN SPORTS and the Paris Saint-
Germain club, Naser Al-Khelaifi, contained information and that I had powerful connections in 
France. I lied to him, telling him that this information was held by a group and asking for the sum of 
5,000,000 euros, but he didn't reply for about 3 months. Then I reopened the subject and told him 
that I had contacted the group and that they were asking for 3,000,000 euros in exchange for settling 
the problem and not divulging the information, but once again they didn't reply.

Q : When did this happen?
A: Since the beginning of 2019.

Q: What is the nature of your work in France?
A: I am a businessman, I  have companies in France such as a company that t r a n s p o r t s  equipment 
for companies and government bodies, a tourism company and a political studies centre in France 
(Géopolitique) that I set up in 2010 to lobby decision-makers among politicians, economists and 
journalists in order t o  influence public opinion in France, in exchange for financial compensation for 
services rendered of a contidential nature with regard to contracts with certain politicians and foreign 
states. For this purpose, I relied on my relations with politicians, journalists and economists, as my 
relations include presidents o f  states, such as Sasso, the President of the Republic of Congo, Makissn, 
the President of the Republic of Congo and the President of the Republic of France.
president of Senegal, Alpha Coundé, the president of Guinea, the president of tïoriçais, Emmanuel 
Macron, the former french president, Sarkozy, french ministers, such as the former minister of Justice, 
Rachid Dati, and the former minister of Francnphonie, Ynmino Benguigui, as well as french 
deputies. My relations extend to all the public bodies in Paris, whether the Senate or Parliament. I also 
maintain relations with many joitlTlilÎÎfiles, editors, academics, businessmen and ectinonists in 
France.
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Q : What does Francophonie mean?
A : It's a league that encompasses states and peoples whose official language or second language is
is French.

Q: What is the nature of your relationship with the President of the Republic of Congo, Denis 
Sasso?

R I have been an advisor to the President of the Republic of Congo, Denis Sasso, since 2016.

Q: Why were you chosen to advise the President of the Republic of Congo?

R : The President of the Republic of Congo, in his capacity as Chairman of the African Union High 
Commission on Libya, maintains relations with the former Minister for La Francophonie, Yamina 
Benguigui. She recommended me to him to resolve a number of problems linked to the Libyan 
issue. As the owner of a centre for political studies in France, he called on me to resolve many 
complicated situations and problems. I also solved a particular problem concerning his wife in 2016, 
because the former French president, Mr Sarkozy, issued a residence permit to the wife of the 
Congolese president without any administrative steps or file. I solved this problem in 2016 thanks to 
my contacts with politicians and ministers in France.

Q: What is the nature of your relationship with Hicham KARMOUSSI?

A: I met him in 2016, when my friend Malik NAIT, a Frenchman of Algerian origin, asked me to 
help Hicham obtain a permanent residence permit in France. In fact, with the help of my 
acquaintances and relations, I helped him to obtain a permanent residence permit. We still have a 
strong relationship.

Q: What is the nature of the relationship between Hicham KARMOUSSI and Nasser AL-
KHELAIFI?
A: Hicham has known Nasser Al-Khelaifi for around 20 years, when Hicham was still a brilliant and 
famous tennis player. They have a strong relationship, as Hicham accompanies Nasser on all his 
trips and shares his flat in Paris with him. Nasser trusts him blindly and they are inseparable.

Q: What is the nature of your relationship with the so-called Nasser Al-Khelaifi †
A: I have no relationship with Nasser, because his entourage, including Hiehani KARMOUSSI, don't 
want me to remember him.
Page
Q: Who stole Nasser AI-Khelaifi's phone?
A: Hicham KARMOUSSI stole it.
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Q : How did this happen?

A: HichaiTi iii told me that in 2017, Nasser Al-Khelaifi asked him to go to his flat in Paris and 
burn some documents that he had specified to him, because of a search warrant for the flat by the 
French authorities. This allowed Hicham to steal the phone and keep it in his possession.

Q: What brand of phone is it?
A: iPhone 5S, black.

Q: Who owned and used the phone?
A: 11 belonged to Nasser and was used by him.

Q : Did the phone have a secret code?
A: Yes.

Q : How did you manage to unlock it?
A: Hicham told me that the telephone password is 2525.

Q: What information does the phone contain?
A: I have seen exchanges between Nasser Al-Khelaifi and an official called Jérôme Valcke, other 
exchanges between the Emir of Qatar and Nasser Al-Khelaifi via WhatsApp and telegram, exchanges 
between Nasser and Youssef El Abdelli, the director of beIN SPORTS in Paris, exchanges between 
Nasser and his former chief of staff, Adel Arif, and exchanges between Nasser and Nasser's director 
of public relations, Jean Martial, a French national.

Q : How many copies of this information are there?
A : I have two copies and Hicham has one.

Q : How important is the information contained in the stolen phone?
A: The most important information contained in the telephone relates to an exchange between 
Nasser Al-Khelaifi and the former No. 2 at t h e  IFA, Jérôme Volcke, regarding the costs of the 
examination in Switzerland, implicating Jérôme Valcke of having received a half-bribe from the UC 
IfiÎ Nasser Al-Khelaifi in exchange for the rights to merge the 26 and 2030 World Cups.

Q : What about other conversations?
A: I have consulted them. 11 are conversations txdinilÎFCS Stir lii holding tle meeting and other, 
unimportant.
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Q : What are the consequences of publishing this information?
A: If the conversation between Nasser Al-Khelaiti and Jérôme Valcke about the case being 
investigated in Switzerland were to be disclosed, it would constitute solid evidence that would 
lead to the withdrawal of the broadcasting rights for the 2026 and 2030 World Cups.

R: He's a businessman, aged 65, French of Algerian origin, and I met him in 2015. We have a 
friendly relationship. He used to live abroad and in Kuwait.

Q: Had Zouhir entered Qatar before?
A: I don't know.

Q: What is the nature of the relationship between Zouhir Boudemagb and Nasser Al-Khelaifi?
A: There's no relationship between them.

Q: What is the nature of your relationship with Khalifa Hafter and his chief of staff, Bassem 
Bouaichi?
R: A professional relationship, in my capacity as advisor to the President of the Republic of Congo.

Q : How did you get to know them?
A: Through the meetings held between the President of the Republic of Congo, in his capacity as 
Chairman of the High Commission in charge of the Libyan dossier. Indeed, contacts have been 
established on more than one occasion to coordinate these meetings between Bassem Bouaichi, 
Hafter's chief of staff,

Q: When was the last communication between you and Bassem Bouaichi?
A: It goes back to around March 2018, via text message.

Q: What was the subject of the text message you sent him?
A: I told him that I knew people who had information and evidence to withdraw the 2022 World 
Cup dossier from Qatar, and asked him to put me in touch with the intelligence services, backing 
up my text message with 5 photos of doctunents relating to the Qatar Investment Authority, in 
order to show his determination to get into contact with the intelligence services.
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Q : What do these documents contain?
R : I don't remember exactly, but I handed them over to the State Security Service.

Q : Did Bassem Bouichi put you in touch with the intelligence services?
A: No.

Q : Why do you think he didn't help you?
A: Because we don't have a solid relationship, apart from the meetings I've attended with the 
President of the Republic of Congo, and because of his lack of confidence in me.

Q: What is your relationship with the man called Charles?
R: I met him in 2015. We have such a strong relationship that our wives visit each other at home and 
my children have a relationship with his children.

Q : What is the nature of his work?
A: He works for the French intelligence services and is about 62 years old. He retired about 6 
months ago.

Q: What role did he play in these events?
A: I agreed with him that if I sold the information contained in Nasser Al-Khelaifi's phone and 
received the money from the sale, he would promise to bring the money into France and guarantee 
that the relevant authorities would not intervene against me or question me about the origin of the 
money, so that I would not be prosecuted for money laundering.

Q : How would he do it?
R : I don't know. I think thanks to his strong connections in France.

Q : What's in it for him?
R : We agreed to give him the sum of 300,000 euros if he would help me to credit my account with 
these sums, without the competent authorities intervening in a case of money laundering in France.

Q : Does he have a copy of the information '?
A: No.



Q: How many people are close to Nasser Al-Khelaifi?

R: 1- ABOU GHAZAL, Palestinian nationality; 2- Hicham KARMOUSSI,de  Moroccan 
nationality; 3- Abdelkader BENSEDDIK, French nationality of Algerian origin; Bouabdellah 
BENSEDDIK. French of Algerian origin; 5- Ade1 ARIF, Tunisian national; 6- Hicham 
BOUAJLA. Tunisian national; 7- Jean Marcel RIB, French national; 8- an Oinanese national 
whose name I have forgotten.

Q: Are any of them involved in these acts?
A: Hicham Karmoussi is the only person connected with this case. He has a copy of the telephone.

Q : Do you have anything to add?

A: No.

End of statements signed by him: BENABDERRAHMANE Tayeb Ahmed (signature).

With this, the minutes are closed after confirming the above, we have decided to :

l- To keep the accused Tayeb BENABDERRAHMANE, a French national, in detention for a 
further four days at the disposal of the investigation, subject to bringing him before the court 
on Sunday 16/02/2020 to rule on the extension of his detention.

2- Provisionally enforce our previous decisions.

A signature follows.
Signature of the investigating officer. 
Signature of the prosecutor.

Reviewed by the State Security Prosecutor. Followed 
by his signature.


	Hearing before the Attorney General - 13 February 2020.pdf (p.1-10)
	Adobe Scan 12 oct. 2024 en.pdf (p.11-17)

