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State of Qatar Public 
Prosecutor's Office

State Security and Anti-Terrorism 

Prosecutor's Office 

Investigation report 

Minutes opened today, Monday 10/02/2020 at 12:10 at the Public Prosecutor's Office,

For us, Fahd Rashed ALKAABI 
Yousouf Ali ALMAHMOUD

Prosecutor
Survey editor

Whereas notification n°01, year 2020, registered at the Service de la Sûreté de l'Etat, has been 
transferred to us, from which it emerges that by virtue of the Public Prosecutor's authorisation, 
issued on 02/01/2020, carrying a warrant for the arrest of Tayeb BENABDERRAHMANE, of 
French nationality, holder of identity card n° 28125000419, the above-mentioned was arrested, 
and during his hearing by procès-verbal de collecte de preuves, he stated that he was born in 
Paris in 1981, that he had attended all stages of his schooling there and that he had gone to 
university in 1998 with a view to obtaining an engineering degree, but that he had not finished 
his studies because he had set up a number of private companies, including a company that 
transports equipment for government bodies and institutions, under the name ORGANIDEM, a 
security company and a travel agency. He has also bought a number of restaurants and 
properties in France. He is married to Mahjouba BENKELTOUM, an Algerian national. He is 
also active in the field of public relations and maintains numerous relationships with influential 
figures and journalists in France and abroad. As a result, he set up a Centre for Political Studies in 
France under the name GEOPOLITIQUE.ORG in 2010. His aim was to use his connections to 
influence public opinion in France in exchange for financial compensation for services rendered. 
He claims to have friendly relations with Rachida Dati, a Frenchwoman of Moroccan origin and 
former Minister of Justice, Yamina Benguigui, a Frenchwoman of Algerian origin and former 
Minister for La Francophonie in France, and Charles Mendez, an officer in the Ministry of the 
Interior in Paris. He states that he works as an adviser to the President of Congo Brazzaville, Mr. 
Denis Sasso, that through his work with him, he became acquainted with Khalifa Hafter and 
Bassem Bouaichi, Hafter's chief of staff, and that given that the Congolese president was in 
charge of Libyan affairs within the African Union, there were several meetings between Hafter 
and the Congolese president in Jordan and in a foreign country in 2016, as well as another 
meeting in Congo at the beginning of 2017 (he does not remember the exact date). These meetings 
discussed improving the situation in Libya, but the so-called Hafter only sought to take control of 
Libya rather than cooperate with the government of national understanding led by Sarraj. After the 
meeting between Hafter and Sasso, which took place in the foreign state, a political figure or his 
chief of staff contacted him before arrival to coordinate the landing process and enquire about 
the weapons carried by the Congolese president's guard team (the telephone number/political 
figure is recorded in the aforementioned telephone as prince dir cab), that a person named Said 
also contacted him for the same reasons (the telephone number of the person named Said is 
registered in the aforementioned telephone under the name of protocol saeed chef de Bassem). He 
states that in 2017, shortly after the blockade by the State of Qatar, an Algerian journalist named 
Mohamed Ouaddahi contacted him and told him that Nasser Al-Khelaifi, chairman of the beIN 
network, wanted to meet him. He agreed to attend the meeting, which took place in Paris in the 
presence of the aforementioned Nasser Al-Khelaifi and Yamina Benguigui. He adds that about a 
week after the meeting with Nasser Al-Khelaifi, he was contacted by a public relations office in 
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Great Britain, whose name he does not remember, with the aim of conducting a propaganda 
campaign to tarnish the image of the State of Qatar in France and to improve the image of the 
State of Qatar in France.
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the image of the foreign State, but he declined the offer because the financial consideration was 
not attractive to him; that around 2017, the person known as Hicham Karmoussi, a Frenchman of 
Moroccan origin, working for Nasser Al-Khelaifi and whose telephone number is 
0033667208023, registered in the above-mentioned telephone under the name awawa new, stole 
the telephone of the person known as Nasser Al-Khelaifi.
Al-Khelaifi (iPhone 5S) with the access code: 2525, from Nasser Al-Khelaifi's home. Some 
months after the theft, Hicham went to find the above-mentioned man to inform him that the 
phone contained important information relating to Nasser Al-Khelaifi's affair with Jérôme Valcke, 
one of FIFA's officials, that this affair was likely to harm Qatar, and that they were going to use 
the phone to make a financial profit by selling it to a foreign state in 2018, because of his 
relationship with Bassem, Hafter's Chief of Staff, who is known to be close to the foreign State, 
the above-mentioned contacted Bassem via the social network WhatsApp and sent him the 
documents relating to the Qatar Investment Authority (he refers to the documents mentioned in 
the investigation report), which he obtained through Hicham Karmoussi. I11 also informed him 
that he had enough information to have the organisation of the World Cup withdrawn from the 
State of Qatar (by which he meant the telephone number of Nasser Al-Khelaifi); that in 2018, he 
contacted a person named Zouhir Boudemagh, a Frenchman of Algerian origin, residing in ... 
whose telephone number is (00330686268601, registered in the above-named person's 
telephone under the name Zouhir Boudemagh), and informed him that he would like to contact 
the Foreign State to make a deal, in the absence of a reply from the above-named person, 
explaining that he would give them the telephone of the above-named person for 25 million 
euros. Then Zouhir coordinated with a person called Badr (he didn't know his full name), who 
he thought was Syrian, living in Marbella, working for a foreign government politician, and went 
to Marbella in Spain to meet him and give Badr the information. From there, he told them that he 
would coordinate with the foreign state. They then returned to Paris. Shortly after the meeting 
with Mr Badr, Mr Badr informed them that plane tickets had been booked for them to go to the 
foreign country to meet intelligence officers on the subject, that Mr Badr and Mr Zouhir Boudemagh 
had taken off from Paris bound for the foreign State, and that they had been received by a senior 
official of the foreign State, that they were received by a foreign national, black of skin, and 
stayed in a hotel, in which they met three individuals, nationals of the foreign State, working in 
the security service, whose names he does not know, with a view to negotiating concerning the 
information they held. This took place through three meetings with the same individuals, two in 
a hotel and one in another hotel, and then they changed hotels because of the visit of the 
Chinese President at the time. He said that the intelligence officers contacted Zouhir to 
coordinate the time and place of the meeting. The first meeting took place in the hotel's 
Business Room and lasted around 45 minutes. Before explaining the contents of the meeting, they 
told him that if the information was valuable, they would pay the agreed sum of 25 million euros. 
The first meeting involved the revelation of a number of letters taken from Nasser's telephone, 
and another conversation between a man called Jérôme Valcke and a man called Nasser. They 
informed him that they would discuss the matter with the people in charge before taking a 
decision. The next day, they contacted Zouhir and informed him that they would meet with them 
at sunset. The meeting took place in the hotel lobby, where the intelligence officers told him that 
they would like to take the telephone to examine it, and that they would then pay him the sum, 
but he refused and suggested that the intelligence officers pay an advance of 10,000,000 euros to 
be able to take the telephone.
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telephone pour  examine it, et une fois son  contents  found, they will pay the rest of the sum. But 
the intelligence officers rejected the idea and told him that they had to consult their superiors. 
The meeting lasted 15 to 20 minutes, he says. After that, no rCnSeigfle/îîCftf fle officer contacted 
them for two days, except for one individual who asked them to change hotels. He said that he had 
asked Zouhir to contact the intelligence officers to find out whether they had been able to contact 
him.
if they intended to conclude the transaction, but Zouhir was unable to do so. He then asked Mr 
Zouhir to contact Mr Badr to question the officers at
In fact, they contacted someone called Badr. They were then contacted by intelligence officers, 
who explained that there would be a third meeting. This took place in the hotel lobby, where the 
intelligence officers explained to him that they were prepared to pay 2 million euros in exchange 
for recovering the phone for a month in order to check its contents, and that once they were sure, 
they would pay the rest of the sum, but he refused and they were unable to reach an agreement. 
Afterwards, the above-named went on holiday with his family to Turkey; on his return to Paris, he 
gave the phone back to Hicham and shortly afterwards Hicham asked him to take the phone back 
and try to recover the deleted data in order to offer the phone for sale again. He gave a copy of the 
contents of the phone to Hicham Karmoussi, and informed Charles Mendez of the contents of 
Nasser Al-Khelaifi's phone, because of the services Charles provided to the above-named 
person, such as information on people's names and facilitating certain procedures at the Ministry 
of the Interior for the above-named person. He stated that people close to Nasser Al-Khelaifi did 
not have good intentions towards him and hated him. Among the people he mentioned were 
Hicham Karmoussi, Abou Ghazal, of Palestinian nationality, Ade1 Arif, a Frenchman of 
Tunisian origin, former Director of Cabinet to Nasser Al-Khelaifi, and Hicham Abou Ajila; that 
he is keeping Nasser Al-Khelaifi's telephone and flash memory, as well as the memory card and 
computer containing the deleted data from Nasser's telephone, at his home in Oran, Algeria, that 
the person named Hicham Karmoussi is keeping a copy of the contents of Nasser's telephone at 
his home in Casablanca, Morocco, that he is prepared to hand over the telephone and computer, as 
well as the items relating to Nasser Al-Khelaifi, to the State Security Service of Qatar, 
instructing his sister-in-law, Houria BENKELTOUM, aged around 30, who works at the port of 
Oran, to hand over the aforementioned items to the Qatari Embassy in Algiers, or by instructing 
her to bring the said items back to Qatar in person, as his sister-in-law does not know where he 
is hiding the telephone and computer, but he would coordinate with his wife, Mahjouba 
BENKELTOUM, to inform his sister, that he was verbally informed of news of the case of Nasser 
through Hicham Karmoussi; that about two months ago, the above-named Hicham sent the 
above-named, via the WhatsApp social network, photos of the defence of the above-named 
Nasser Al-Khelaifi before the Swiss courts, and that the above-named informed him that the 
photos were not clear and asked him to photograph them again, but was unable to do so, that the 
man named Hicham met him at their usual meeting place at the Café Scossa, Place Victor Hugo, 
and told him that he wanted to scare Nasser through his case in Switzerland. He asked him to 
organise a contact in his own way. He said that he had contacted his friend Sid Roues, a 
Frenchman of Algerian origin, who used to work at the French Centre in Lebanon, but for the past 
three months or so has been working in the events business in France with a certain Richard 
Attiac, of French nationality, adding that he had asked his friend to contact four people, namely: 
Hicham, Abou Ghazal, of Palestinian nationality, Paul, of Swiss nationality, and Nasser, of Swiss 
nationality.
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British nationality, he believed, and an Omani national working for Nasser, whose name he did not 
know. I1 provided him with their telephone numbers and asked him to contact them from a 
foreign number and talk to them a b o u t  Nasser's case in Switzerland, asking them to tell him 
that they were in Switzerland.
communicate any information concerning him in exchange for protection and a sum of money. He 
states that Hicham stole a written document from the minutes of a meeting held in Monaco 
concerning the European Club League, including Paris Saint-Germain, and gave it to him. Last 
December, while he was in Paris, Hicham gave him 5 writings from the Qatar Investment 
Authority, according to his recollection. He says that he either kept the documents in Paris or 
gave them to his wife to take to Algeria. He does not rule out the possibility that Hicham stole other 
things, as he has free access to most of the business related to his work with Nasser. Nor does 
he rule out the possibility that Adel Arif, a Frenchman of Tunisian origin and former chief of staff 
to Nasser Al-Khelaifi, stole important business connected with Nasser and the State of Qatar, as 
Hicham told him that Adel had told him that if he did not get what he was owed from Nasser, 
Hicham knew the access codes for Nasser's telephones and had free access to these telephones 
because he is close to Nasser. He stated that he had asked Charles to provide him with the reports 
of the burglary of Adel Arif's home, adding that he had asked him to falsify the report, that a 
database had been stolen from Adel Arif, that he kept a copy of the contents of Nasser's 
telephone on a flash memory and certain recorded videos at his home in Paris (14, boulevard 
Camélinat, flat 41, Gennevilliers).

When the accused was present outside the investigation room, we invited him to enter. We saw a 
man in his late thirties, dressed in grey sports clothes, tall, thin, matte-skinned, without a 
moustache or beard, wearing black sports shoes, not bearing any marks relevant to the 
investigation. He was questioned verbally about the facts of which he was accused, namely the fact 
of having recourse to a foreign State and maintaining intelligence with it, in order to harm the 
political and economic position of the State, with the participation of Hicham Karmoussi, 
Zouhir Boudemagh and other unknown individuals. After informing him of these facts and the 
penalties incurred, and informing him that the Public Prosecutor's Office was in charge of the 
investigative measures with him, he confessed to the charge. After asking him whether he had a 
lawyer to assist him during the investigation or witnesses on his behalf, he replied in the 
negative to both parts of the question.

We therefore questioned him in detail, and he replied as follows:

My name is 
Name
Age 
Nationality I 
work in 
Telephone
I live at 
Confession
Staff no.

Tayeb BENABDERRAHMANE
None
: 39

I have dual French-Algerian nationality The Ben 
Samikh company
50046317

Dafna district (villa Lajuna, no. 1)
Muslim
: 28125000419
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Q: What are the details of your confession?
I was born in Paris in 1981, went through all the stages of my schooling there and went to 
university in 1998 with a view to obtaining an engineering degree, but I didn't finish my studies 
because I set up a few companies, in this case an equipment transport company under the name 
ORGANIDEM, a security company and a travel agency. I owned a few restaurants and also 
work as a real estate broker in Paris. I am married to Mahjouba BENKELTOUM, who holds 
dual French-Algerian nationality. In 2001, I began working in the field of public relations, 
getting closer to influential politicians, economists and journalists in France. In 2010, I set up a 
political studies centre under the name GEOPOLITIQUE. I wanted to use my connections to 
influence public opinion in France in exchange for financial compensation for services rendered. 
I declare that in 2016, I met a man called Hicham Karmoussi, of Moroccan nationality, who 
worked for a man called Nasser Al-Khelaifi, Chairman of beIN SPORTS and the Paris Saint-
Germain football club, I met him through my friend Malik NITLIMAN, a Frenchman of Algerian 
origin, in a Paris café called Scossa, where my friend Malik asked me to help Hicham obtain a 
permanent residence permit in France, as he had a tourist visa. After getting to know Hicham, I 
realised that he had a strong relationship with Nasser Al-Khelaifi. He told me that he had known 
him for 20 years, when Hicham was a well-known tennis player in Morocco. Then my 
relationship with Hicham Karmoussi improved, as he told me in detail about Nasser Al-
Khelaifi's life and his personal secrets because he lives with him. Hicham Karmoussi also told 
me that over the last six years, his relationship with Nasser Al-Khelaifi has changed, as the latter 
used to disrespect him, humiliate him in front of people and make fun of him, leading Hicham 
Karmoussi to develop feelings of hatred towards Nasser Al-Khelaif. He also told me that he had 
helped Nasser Al-Khelaifi with many problems and things, without receiving anything in return, 
that in 2018, the man called Hicham Karmoussi asked me to go to the Scossa café, which is near 
Nasser Al-Khelaifi's flat, and he gave me the black iPhone 5S model phone, telling me that it was 
Nasser Al-Khelaifi's phone, that it contained secrets, information and data relating to the beIN 
SPORTS case with FIFA concerning the broadcasting rights for the 2026 and 2030 World Cups, 
in which the Swiss court accuses Jérôme Valcke, a FIFA official, of taking bribes from Nasser Al-
Khelaifi in exchange for facilitating these rights. Asked how he had obtained the said phone, he 
told me that one day Nasser Al-Khelaifi had asked him to go to the beIN SPORTS headquarters 
and get rid of all the important documents in the office before it was searched by the French 
security authorities, that he had stolen the phone that day and had also unlocked it using the 
access code 2525. When I consulted the phone, I found that there were conversations between 
Nasser Al-Khelaifi and Jérôme Valcke. Hicham Karmoussi then asked me to show this 
conversation to the foreign state in exchange for a sum of money. We chose the foreign state 
because it was in conflict with the State of Qatar and would be prepared to pay any amount of 
money to sabotage the 2022 World Cup bid and withdraw the organisation from Qatar. I then 
thought about how I could contact an official of the foreign state, and I came up with the idea of 
contacting the intelligence services of the foreign state through Bassem Bouaichi, Khalifa 
Hafter's chief of staff, with whom I had become acquainted since I had been working since 2016 
as an adviser to the President of the Republic of Congo, Mr Denis Sasso, Chairman of the Dossier.
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of the African Union High Commission in charge of the Libyan issue. In fact, I was able to 
attend three meetings with them when I accompanied the President of the Republic of Congo, 
once in Jordan, the second time in a foreign country and the third time in the capital of Congo-
Brazzaville,
was in 2017. So I sent a written message to Bassem Bouaichi, director of
Khalifa Hafter's office, telling him that I had information that would lead to Qatar withdrawing 
the organisation of the 2022 World Cup, without giving any details. I asked him to put me in 
touch with an intelligence officer to submit this information to him, but he did not follow up my 
message and showed no interest in the subject. I think his neglect of my message was due to the 
fact that he was busy with the Libyan dossier and his lack of confidence in me, due to the lack 
of a solid relationship between us. Then I had the idea of contacting a businessman I've known 
for 4 years, living abroad, called Zouhir Boudemagh, a 65-year-old Frenchman of Algerian 
origin. I contacted him by telephone and arranged for him to meet me at the Fouquet's hotel on the 
Champs-Elysées, where I asked him to put me in touch with an intelligence officer, telling him 
that I was in possession, along with other people, of the iPhone of Nasser Al-Khelaifi, Chairman of 
beIN SPORTS and the Paris Saint-Germain football club, and that this phone contained 
confidential data and information that would result in the State of Qatar withdrawing the 
organisation of the 2022 World Cup. We agreed that he would put me in touch with an intelligence 
agent with a view to selling the phone and the data it contained for 25,000,000 euros, of which he 
would pay 5,000,000 euros, Hicham Karmoussi would pay 8,000,000 euros and I would pay 
12,000,000 euros. He then told me that he knew someone called Badr, a Syrian national living in 
Marbella, Spain, who worked for political figures in 1 foreign state, and that he had known him for 
30 years. About three days later, Zouhir Boudemagh and I travelled to meet Badr. We met in a 
hotel in the town of Marbella, the name of which I can't remember, but it had a sea view and was 
close to his home. We discussed organising a meeting between us intelligence agents. Zouhir 
Boudemagh promised him 1,000,000 euros if the phone was sold to the foreign state. We then 
returned to Paris. Badr informed Zouhir that we had a meeting with the intelligence agents in two 
days' time at the hotel... Then, via the WhatsApp social network, he sent me a plane ticket lère 
class Paris-foreign state. Then we travelled to ... July 2018. This was two days before the 
Chinese president's visit. When we arrived at the foreign state, we were greeted by a man, black 
of skin, dressed in the uniform of the foreign state. He took us to the hotel. Zouhir Boudemagh 
then received a call on his mobile phone from a landline number, informing him that our meeting 
with them would take place at 8pm in the Business Room in the hotel lobby. Zouhir and I turned 
up at the appointed time. There were three people there dressed in Gulf garb, with shawls and 
headbands. Only one of them was our contact, the others remained silent. I then showed this 
individual Nasser Al-Khelaifi's telephone and told him that it contained information about 
Nasser Al-Khelaifi, Chairman of beIN SPORTS and the Paris Saint-Germain football club, 
which would lead to the State of Qatar withdrawing the organisation of the 2022 World Cup. I 
showed him a written message between Nasser and Jérôme Valcke. We asked for 25,000,000 
euros in exchange for the telephone and the information it contained. He asked us for a period 
of reflection before responding to our proposal. The next day, they contacted Zouhir after sunset. We 
met the same people in the hotel lobby. They asked us to come with them to examine the device 
and assess the information it contained by
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our presence. We refused. Then they offered to take the phone for a month to inspect it in 
exchange for an advance of 2,000,000 euros, and once they were sure of the importance of this 
information, they would pay the rest of the sum. We also declined this offer and asked them for 
an advance of half the total amount, and after the examination
of the telephone, they will pay the rest of the sum, which amounts to 25,000,000 euros. Our 
contact
informed us that they had previously consulted numerous documents relating to the Qatar 2022 
World Cup dossier, without finding any evidence, his aim being to play down the importance of 
the information on the telephone. He added by telling us that we had no choice but to offer this 
information to the foreign state, to which I replied by saying: "I'm not selling a dream" and we 
ended the meeting. Then they made us change hotels. We stayed two or three days without being 
contacted by them. Zouhir then contacted Badr to find out why he hadn't been contacted and 
why they hadn't replied. The following day, Zouhir received a call and was asked to meet us in 
the reception area on one of the upper floors of the hotel (which I don't remember). Zouhir and I 
offered to pay them the sum of 10,000,000 euros in exchange for entrusting them with the 
telephone for a month, and then they would pay us the rest of the money, but they refused. The next 
day, we returned to Paris. Then I went on holiday with my family for about 10 days to Istanbul, 
where I stayed at the Four Seasons hotel. Then I went back to Paris, met Hicham Karmoussi and 
gave him back the phone. After some time, Hicham returned the phone to me and once again asked 
me to recover his deleted data. After using my computer and special software to recover deleted 
data, I managed to recover some, as I was able to download conversations exchanged on the 
WhatsApp social network, photos, videos, numbers and deleted comments. We both did it, Hicham 
and I, so that we would have clear data to be able to expose it on computer to whoever wanted to 
buy it, if there was a buyer, and this after having failed to expose this information to the 
intelligence service directly on Nasser Al-Khelaifi's phone. And that's all that happened.

Q: When and where did this happen?

A: During July 2018, in a hotel.

Q: Do you have anything to add?
A: No.

End of statements signed by him: BENABDERRAHMANE Tayeb (signed). Initials 
and signature follow.

With this, the minutes are closed after confirming the above, we have decided to :

1- To detain the accused Tayeb BENABDERRAHMANE, a French national, for four days at 
the disposal of the investigation, and to bring him before us on Thursday 13/02/2020 to 
decide whether to extend his detention.
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2- Extract the contents of the telephones and devices seized by the competent agent of the 
State Security Service to see if they are useful to the investigation and help to establish 
the truth, and after drawing up a detailed report, they will be brought before us 
immediately.

3- Add the defendant's name to the list of people banned from leavingle  .

4- Make the parts available.

Signature of the investigating officer. 
Signature of the prosecutor.

Reviewed by the State Security Prosecutor. Followed 
by his signature.
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