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President of the Council of Ministers and Minister of Foreign Affairs

State of Qatar

July 18, 2023

Madam Catherine COLONNA

Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs

French Republic – Paris

Your Excellency,

First of all, allow me to extend my sincere greetings and best wishes for your health and happiness.

I sent you a letter dated April 9, 2023, regarding the information reported by the French media in

February of this year concerning the complaint filed by Tayeb BENABDERRAHMANE, a French citizen of

Algerian origin, in which he claims to have been kidnapped and imprisoned in the State of Qatar. He also

alleges that the instigator of these actions is His Excellency, Mr. Nasser ben Ghanem AL-KHELAIFI, who

currently holds the position of Minister of State of the State of Qatar.

I wish to inform you that the aforementioned complaint is based on mere allegations, devoid of any real

or legal foundation. Indeed, Tayeb BENABDERRAHMANE was arrested in the State of Qatar and placed in

pre-trial detention on January 13, 2020, by order of the judicial authorities of the State of Qatar, as he

was accused, along with others, of committing the crime of collaborating with a foreign state against the

State of Qatar. He was released from pre-trial detention on June 30, 2020, and left the State of Qatar on

October 31, 2020. An arrest warrant was issued against him on December 6, 2020, by the Public

Prosecutor’s Office to finalize the procedures related to his trial before a special court. On May 31, 2023,

a ruling was issued by the Court of Assizes of the State of Qatar sentencing Mr. BENABDERRAHMANE to

the death penalty for the crimes he was accused of. The Qatari authorities are now seeking him to

execute this sentence (a copy of the judgment is attached).

I would also like to point out that Mr. AL-KHELAIFI traveled to Paris during the first week of this month to

attend a press conference regarding the official announcement of the new technical director of the Paris

Saint-Germain team. Upon his arrival at Le Bourget Airport, he was subjected to legal procedures that

harmed his personal and professional reputation for two hours due to the aforementioned complaint.

His office and home were searched, and his phone was confiscated for analysis.

While I respect the independence of the judiciary in France in accordance with the principle of

separation of powers, I expect that Your Excellency will pay particular attention to the case of Mr.

AL-KHELAIFI, especially by ensuring that his rights are guaranteed in accordance with French laws and

relevant international conventions. Indeed, the competent French authorities could have obtained the

necessary responses from Mr. AL-KHELAIFI or secured his consent for the search of his office, home, and

mobile phone at an appropriate time and place after his arrival in Paris, without tarnishing his reputation

or that of the State of Qatar, particularly as he had committed to cooperating with the relevant French

authorities regarding the aforementioned complaint.



I take this opportunity to express to Your Excellency my best wishes for success and to wish continued

progress and prosperity to the friendly French people.

Please accept the expression of my highest respect.

Mohamed ben Abdulrahman ben Jassem AL-THANI

President of the Council of Ministers,

Minister of Foreign Affairs

(Signature follows)


