






General Directorate of Administra�on and Moderniza�on 

The General Director 

 

No 2023-0367736 

By mail 

 

Paris, August 28, 2023 

 

Dear Sir, 

By le�er dated July 25, 2023, you requested the disclosure of various documents rela"ng to the 

incarcera"on of Mr. Tayeb Benabderrahmane in Qatar during 2020, in accordance with Ar"cles L. 311-1 

and following of the Code of Rela"ons between the Public and the Administra"on. 

In response to your request for the disclosure of any report, note, or record prepared by the Ministry’s 

services regarding the deten"on of Mr. Tayeb Benabderrahmane by Qatari security services, please find 

a�ached a report from the Directorate of Communica"on and Press dated March 10, 2020, concerning 

interven"ons by Mr. Beaudoin Eschapasse. 

Regarding the other documents you requested access to, I regret to inform you that I am unable to comply 

with your request for the following reasons: 

- Provision of a copy of the email sent by Mr. Beaudoin Eschapasse (from the address 

beschapasse@lepoint.fr) to Mr. Franck Gellet, French Ambassador to Qatar (to the address 

franck.gellet@diploma"e.gouv.fr), on March 3, 2020, at 2:15 PM, and the reply given: The Ministry 

of Europe and Foreign Affairs does not iden"fy any document corresponding to your request. 

 

- Provision of a copy of all further exchanges between Mr. Beaudoin Eschapasse and the Ministry’s 

services regarding the incarcera"on of Mr. Tayeb Benabderrahmane, par"cularly any 

correspondence this journalist may have exchanged with Mrs. Selin Uysal, spokesperson for the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs: The Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs does not iden"fy any 

document corresponding to your request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A�orney Luke 

VIDAL ASKOLDS 

AARPI 26 avenue 

Kleber 75116 

Paris 



 

- Provision of a copy of all verbal notes, exchanges, or communica"ons between the services of the 

French Embassy in Qatar, including consular services, and more generally, the services of the 

Ministry and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Qatar concerning the deten"on of Mr. Tayeb 

Benabderrahmane: these documents are not communicable under subsec"ons (c) and (t) of 

Ar"cle L.311-5, 2° of the Code of Rela"ons between the Public and the Administra"on 

("documents whose consulta"on or communica"on would undermine: [...] c) the conduct of 

France's foreign policy; [...] t) the conduct of procedures before courts or preliminary opera"ons 

to such procedures, unless authorized by the competent authority"). 

 

Please accept my sincere regards                                                                                                           (signature) 

Julien STEIMER 

 

 

Annex 1: Report from the Department of Communica"on and Press dated March 10, 2020, regarding the 

interven"ons of Mr. Beaudoin Eschapasse 

Q: Baudouin Eschapasse, a journalist from Le Point, contacted our post in Doha on Thursday, as well as 

the DCP, regarding the situa�on of a French-Algerian ci�zen who is allegedly being detained without 

charges by Qatari authori�es for over 45 days (the journalist refers to it as a "fait du prince"). The 

existence of this "very sensi�ve case" was supposedly confirmed to him by "French intelligence 

sources." The journalist is now reques�ng confirma�on or a response from the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. However, the post has no informa�on on the case described by the journalist. 

By François Delmas, March 10, 2020 

Qatar - Key Points of the Day - French Abroad 

Press Ques�on 

 

Q: Baudouin Eschapasse, a journalist from Le Point, contacted our post in Doha on Thursday and then the DCP regarding the situa"on of a 

French-Algerian ci"zen who has allegedly been detained without charges by Qatari authori"es for over 45 days (the journalist refers to it as a 

"fait du prince" (an arbitrary act of authority). The existence of this "very sensi"ve case" was reportedly confirmed to him by "French 

intelligence sources." The journalist is now reques"ng confirma"on or a response from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. However, the post has no 

informa"on on the case described by the journalist. 

A: 

We have not been informed of such a case. 
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